Comparative costs of body disposition

As noted, some are 2023 costs, still good for comparative purposes.
None of the quoted cremation costs factor in interment costs of cremains if desired.

Highest

- Traditional funeral with embalming, viewing at funeral home + in-ground burial in
traditional cemetery - median funeral cost in 2023 in MD and DE per National Funeral Directors
Association (NFDA) $8023 including casket + vault (median $1,695), + cemetery plot ($1,000 -
$5,000+), interment fees ($1,500 - $3,000), headstone or marker (median $1,000 to $3,000 +)
totaling around $13,218 to $25,000 or more, depending on location and choice of casket,
headstone or monument.

- Immediate burial in traditional cemetery without funeral or memorial service involving the
funeral home - FCAME price survey 2023 ranges from $1300 (Hari Close in Baltimore) to
$6,800 (Gawler's in DC) + the cost of the casket (median $2,500) + vault + the cemetery costs
as above - totaling approx. $8,995 to $19,495 or more in our area.

- Green burial not including any memorial service involving a funeral home - funeral home
charges less due to no embalming, probably no public viewing, no metal casket or vault, per
NFDA 2023 median prices for US: $3,440+ cemetery plot, interment fees, and simple marker (2
green cemeteries in Baltimore/Silver Spring area cost $4,825 - $6,000 as of 4/2026) totaling
approximately $8,265 to $9,440 plus the cost of a shroud or biodegradable casket $250 - $2,000
totaling $8,515 to $11,400.

- Cremation with funeral, embalming, viewing - median cost in MD, DE $6,103 per NFDA
2023 figures).

- Natural organic reduction, not including any memorial service - just under $6,000 as of June
2026 at Earth Funeral in Elkridge, MD.

- Alkaline hydrolysis not including any funeral or memorial service - $4,500 as of June 2026
at Joseph H. Brown Jr, Funeral Home in Baltimore.

- Direct cremation not including any funeral or memorial service - per FCAME 2023 price
survey - $925 (MD Cremation Services) - $6,800 (Gawler's in DC).

- Body Donation - free including flame cremation, and either return of cremains to family
or interment with an annual group memorial ceremony at a specific site.

Lowest
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